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name uttered in presence of his successor! The King was-
also embarrassed, and the unhappy Kacine, by the silence
which followed, felt what a slip he had made. He remained
the most confounded of the three, without daring to raise his-
eyes or to open his mouth. This silence did not terminate for
several moments, so heavy and profound was the surprise,
The end was that the King sent away Bacine, saying he was-
going to work. The poet never afterwards recovered his posi-
tion. Neither the King nor Madame de Maintenon ever spoke
to him again, or even looked at him; and he conceived so
much sorrow at this, that he fell into a languor, and died two
years afterwards. At his death, Valincourt was chosen to
work in his place with Despreaux upon the history of the
King.

The King, who had just paid the heavy gaming and trades-
men's debts of Madame la Duchesse, paid also those of Mon-
seigneur, which amounted to fifty thousand francs, undertook
the payment of the buildings at Meudon, and, in lieu of fifteen
hundred pistoles a month which he had allowed Monseigneur,
gave him fifty thousand crowns. M. de La Eochefoucauld,
always necessitous and pitiful in the midst of riches, a prey to
Ms servants, obtained an increase of forty-two thousand francs
a-year upon the salary he received as Grand Veneur, although
it was but a short time since the King had paid his debts.
The King gave also, but in secret, twenty thousand francs
a-year to M. de Chartres, who had spent so much in journeys
and building that he feared he should be unable to pay his
debts. He had asked for an abbey; but as he had already one,
the King did not like to give him another, lest it should be
thought too much.

M. de Vendome began at last to think about his health,
which his debauches had thrown into a very bad state. He
took public leave of the King and of all the Court before going
away, to put himself in the hands of the doctors. It was the
first and only example of such impudence. From this time he
lost ground. The King said, at parting, that he hoped he
would come back in such a state that people might kiss him